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SAVES aim 
 
SAVES aim is to stop the suffering of people at 
the end of their life. 
 
SAVES primary objective 
 
To make it legal in South Australia for a person 
to request and receive assistance to die. 

 
Safeguards in the law would include  
 

ü The person’s suffering is unbearable  
ü There are no further treatments available 

to relieve the person’s suffering 
ü Two independent doctors have assessed 

and diagnosed the person’s condition 
ü The person has been informed of all 

options 
ü The person’s request has been 

witnessed by two independent witnesses 
ü The person is an adult, and assessed as 

being of sound mind 
ü A cooling off period is provided after the 

request process is complete. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Where is 
Voluntary Euthanasia 

Legal? 
 

 
Twelve jurisdictions around the world provide 
approximately 132 million people with legal 
access to a compassionate end of life choice*, 
including almost 1 in 5 citizens of the USA.  
Voluntary euthanasia or physician assisted 
dying is permitted under carefully prescribed 
circumstances in: 
North America South America 
USA   Columbia 
   Oregon    
   Washington  Europe  
   Montana     The Netherlands 
   Vermont     Belgium 
   California     Luxembourg 
   Colorado     Switzerland 
   Washington DC  
Canada  Australia 
      Victoria (from July 2019) 
The first jurisdiction in the world to pass 
Voluntary Euthanasia legislation was the 
Northern Territory of Australia, in 1996. Four 
people were able to use the provisions of the 
Rights of the Terminally Ill Act (1996) to end their 
suffering before the law was overturned by the 
Federal Parliament in 1997. The legislative 
prohibition on Australian Territories enacting 
assisted dying legislation is still in place. 
(* excludes the 6.15m people in Victoria) 
 

 
 

 

What can you do 
to change the law? 

 
 
 
 

Tell your State Member of Parliament 
how you feel 

Laws are made by Parliament.  The only way the 
law can be changed is if your local State Member 
of Parliament, and enough other MPs, vote for a 
law to legalise voluntary euthanasia.  
Let your State Member of Parliament know how 
you feel about voluntary euthanasia. Let them 
know your view by writing, emailing or phoning 
their office. 
For information about your local MP contact 
SAVES on 0421 305 684 or visit the SAVES 
website www.saves.asn.au. 

 
Join SAVES 

Your membership will increase the strength of 
our representation to have the law changed.  
Only if the law is changed will you have the right 
to choose a medically supervised and peaceful 
death at a time and place of your choice. 
Wear a SAVES t shirt or badge and use a SAVES 
sticker to encourage public debate. 

SAVES 
PO Box 2151 

Kent Town  SA 5071 
www.saves.asn.au 

 



 
 
 
 

 
Voluntary Euthanasia 

is not legal in 
South Australia 

 
 
It is legal 
♦ to withhold or withdraw life sustaining 

treatment that is medically futile 
♦ for a doctor to provide sufficient medication 

to a terminally ill person with the intention of 
relieving symptoms, even if this shortens the 
life of the person. 

 
It is not legal 
♦ for a doctor to prescribe, supply or 

administer a drug with the intention of 
causing death. 

 
In practice  
♦ Palliative medication is not always sufficient 

to alleviate all symptoms.  
 
Public opinion 
♦ 87% of Australians believe that voluntary 

euthanasia should be legal “if requested by a 
hopelessly ill person with unrelievable 
suffering and no hope of recovery” (Roy 
Morgan SMS Survey, Nov 2017)  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

South Australian 
Voluntary Euthanasia Society 

(SAVES) 
 
♦ Encourages informed public discussion 

about voluntary euthanasia 
♦ Supports advocacy groups representing 

nurses, doctors, people with disabilities, 
Christians, young people, paramedics and 
lawyers in their work in the community 

♦ Interacts with the medical profession to 
examine the medical implications of 
legalising voluntary euthanasia 

♦ Develops proposals to legalise voluntary 
euthanasia and consults with Members of 
Parliament to support their introduction into 
parliament 

♦ Provides information to Members of 
Parliament, medical, legal and educational 
institutions, libraries, students, interested 
groups and individuals 

♦ Promotes the use of Advance Care Directives 
to plan end of life care 

♦ Publishes resource material on voluntary 
euthanasia and keeps members informed of 
events in the voluntary euthanasia movement 

♦ SAVES does not provide assistance in dying. 
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SAVES was established in 1983 


