
     
            

 End of Life Choice
  Newsletter 68 November 5 2018

South Australian Voluntary Euthanasia Society  (SAVES)       saves.asn.au 0421 305 684

          French research on attitudes to voluntary euthanasia
    

    Recently published research involving face-to-face interviews with 78 patients (equal 
male / female cohort) in both a hospital and non-hospital setting sought a wide range of 
information. This included their belief in God, their family circumstances, pain 
experienced, types of treatment, and their use of advance directives for healthcare.  

• Factors which influenced the patients’ acceptance of voluntary euthanasia were: 
age (being under 60 years); an absence in the belief of God; and previous 
experience with chemotherapy. The authors’ conclusion was that young people 
who do not believe in God and have a history of chemotherapy are more likely to 
request the discontinuation or restriction of their treatment.

• Nearly a third of Australians (39% of whom were young adults aged 18-34) 
reported in the 2016 ABS census that they held no religion. 

• Arguably it is reasonable to consider Australia’s future response to requests for 
voluntary euthanasia and voluntary assisted dying within the context of these 
diverse perspectives on religious or absence of religious beliefs and allow the 
freedom to choose. 

• Those who hold religious objections to voluntary assisted dying or voluntary 
euthanasia currently have the law supporting them in their objection. However, 
those who do not share these religious beliefs or objections are being hindered by 
the existing law which is therefore anti-democratic.

SAVES thanks Dr Sandra Bradley RN, PhD for details of the research highlighted above.   
For further information see:

   Reference:
•     de Nonneville, et al. (2018) entitled Determinants of favorable or unfavourable opinion about euthanasia in a 

sample of French cancer patients receiving palliative care (de Nonneville et al. BMC Palliative Care (2018), 
vol. 17:104 https://doi.org/10.1186/s12904-018-0357-6)

•      2016 Australian Census (http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/mediareleasesbyReleaseDate/
7E65A144540551D7CA258148000E2B85)



SAVES was established 
in 1983 to campaign for 
legal, medically assisted 
voluntary euthanasia. 
The aim is to end 
suffering by providing 
choice in dying.            
SAVES works in the 
community and with 
Members of Parliament 
to achieve law reform.        

saves.asn.au

South Australian Nurses Supporting Choices 
in Dying
facebook: SA Nurses Supporting 
Choices in Dying
We are a group of passionate nurses 
who believe in our patient’s right to 
choose the end of life care they wish. 
The group provides a forum for the 
nursing voice and perspective on legalising voluntary 
euthanasia and other patient choices in end of life care. 

Doctors for Assisted Dying Choice
drs4assisteddyingchoice.org

We are a national organisation of Australian 
medical practitioners, both current and retired, 
who are committed to having a legal choice of 
providing information and assistance to rational 
adults, who, for reasons of no realistic chance of 
cure or relief from intolerable symptoms, would 
like to gently end their lives. 

Assistance may be by doctor provision of 
medication for the patient to consume, or by 

             doctor-administration.

              Respecting rational patient end-of-life choices

Christians Supporting Choice For Voluntary 
Euthanasia       christiansforve.org.au
We are Christians who believe that, as 
a demonstration of love and 
compassion, those with a terminal or 
hopeless illness should have the option 
of a pain-free, peaceful and dignified 
death with legal voluntary assisted 
dying / voluntary euthanasia. This is 
strongly supported by the majority of Australian Christians.

SAVE-YA  Syndicated Australian Voluntary 
Euthanasia Youth Advocates 

   Facebook: Support SAVE-YA Law Reform
A national youth lobby group which aims to provide a youth 

voice in support of legalising voluntary 
euthanasia in all States and Territories.                                 
Members between ages 18 and 35 are 
encouraged to join, make contact with 
their local MP and inform them of their 
support for voluntary euthanasia law 
reform.

MY BODY MY Choice-VE
facebook.com/pages/MY-BODY-MY-Choice-VE

MBMC provides a voice for people with disability in the VE 
reform debate. MBMC represents the interests of people with 
disabilities who wish to exercise choice in all aspects of their 
life, including choice at the end of life, 
with the view that choice and control 
are a fundamental human right for 
everyone.

MBMC argues that people with 
disabilities know how it feels to lose 
personal autonomy through their 
ongoing fight for self-determination, 
independent living and disability rights. 

 MBMC believes that people with disabilities, who have 
struggled to control their own lives and bodies, must be allowed 
to maintain control and autonomy throughout their life, 
especially at its end.

 Paramedics Supporting Choices in Dying
   facebook: Paramedics Supporting Choices in Dying

 
  Paramedics Supporting Choices in Dying is 
  an advocacy group promoting the rights of 

    people to make decisions regarding their 
                end of life wishes.

                              

To go without pain, without trauma, without breaking the law, 
without endangering others and without suffering. To go gently, 
peacefully and with dignity.              

We support good palliative care, encourage the use of Advance 
Care Directives and advocate for law reform to legalise the choice 
for voluntary euthanasia and voluntary assisted dying.                                                  

                 

 Lawyers for Death with Dignity      
      saves.asn.au/lawyers                           

Lawyers for Death with Dignity acknowledges 
the need for people with profound suffering 
to have the legal choice for a medically 
assisted and dignified death. 

The current law says suicide is not illegal, 
but assisting suicide is. People in a 
terminal state may have profound, 
unbearable suffering and be in the 
undignified position of being unable to end their life without 
assistance. 

Advances in medicine have improved life expectancy, but South 
Australian law has not changed to reflect the often forgotten 
deterioration in quality of life that a longer life expectancy may 
bring.   


