French research on attitudes to voluntary euthanasia

Recently published research involving face-to-face interviews with 78 patients (equal
male / female cohort) in both a hospital and non-hospital setting sought a wide range of
information. This included their belief in God, their family circumstances, pain
experienced, types of treatment, and their use of advance directives for healthcare.

Factors which influenced the patients’ acceptance of voluntary euthanasia were:
age (being under 60 years); an absence in the belief of God; and previous
experience with chemotherapy. The authors’ conclusion was that young people
who do not believe in God and have a history of chemotherapy are more likely to
request the discontinuation or restriction of their treatment.

Nearly a third of Australians (39% of whom were young adults aged 18-34)
reported in the 2016 ABS census that they held no religion.

Arguably it is reasonable to consider Australia’s future response to requests for
voluntary euthanasia and voluntary assisted dying within the context of these
diverse perspectives on religious or absence of religious beliefs and allow the
freedom to choose.

Those who hold religious objections to voluntary assisted dying or voluntary
euthanasia currently have the law supporting them in their objection. However,
those who do not share these religious beliefs or objections are being hindered by
the existing law which is therefore anti-democratic.

SAVES thanks Dr Sandra Bradley RN, PhD for details of the research highlighted above.
For further information see:
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Lawyers for Death with Dignity
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) The current law says suicide is not illegal,
facebook: SA Nurses Supporting but assisting suicide is. People in a
Choices in Dying terminal state may have profound,
We are a group of passionate nurses . unbearable suffering and be in the

who believe in our patient’s right to a AT Nt undignified position of being unable to end their life without
choose the end of life care they wish. 5 S Ak assistance.

The group provides a forum for the -
nursing voice and perspective on legalising voluntary Advances in medicine have improved life expectancy, but South
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MBMC provides a voice for people with disability in the VE
reform debate. MBMC represents the interests of people with
disabilities who wish to exercise choice in all aspects of their
life, including choice at the end of life, A Paramedics Supporting Choices in Dying is
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MBMC argues that people with
disabilities know how it feels to lose
personal autonomy through their
ongoing fight for self-determination,
independent living and disability rights.

MBMC believes that people with disabilities, who have We support good palliative care, encourage the use of Advance
struggled to control their own lives and bodies, must be allowed Care Directives and advocate for law reform to legalise the choice
to maintain control and autonomy throughout their life, for voluntary euthanasia and voluntary assisted dying.

especially at its end.

Paramedics Supporting Choices in Dying

facebook: Paramedics Supporting Choices in Dying

To go without pain, without trauma, without breaking the law,
without endangering others and without suffering. To go gently,
peacefully and with dignity.




